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OUR CITIES HAVE A MAZE OF WATERWAYS, OFTEN FORGOTTEN, TUCKED
AWAY BENEATH WEEDY BANKS, ORBURIED IN CONCRETE PIPES UNDER BUSY
STREETS. NATIVE FISH, OUR HIDDEN TREASURES MAY STILL BE SURVIVING -
BUT ONLY JUST. READ ON TO FIND OUT WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP.

Monitoring water quality in
an Auckland stream. Photo:
Janet McDonald, Atlas
Communications & Media
Ltd for Project Twin Streams

They’re streams - not drains!

In the past we've treated urban o
steams as drains, straightening

But urban waterways may:

have significant areas of native
riparian or wetland vegetation

them, channelling them and
piping them to make them quickly
carry away rain and wastewater.

provide habitat for native plants
and animals
provide corridors for birds and

insects

be valuable recreational assets
soften the urban landscape
contain heritage sites of historical
and cultural importance

Fish images near drains in Hamilton help
remind residents about the connection
between storm water drains and the
city streams — and fish habitats - they are
piped into. Photo: Monica Peters, NZLT

Okeover make-over

The Okeover Stream
flowing through
Canterbury University
has had a major make-
over. A 60 m stretch

was re-vegetated using
locally sourced native
plant species. Rocks and
salvaged old logs were
strategically anchored
in the stream to increase
habitat diversity and slow
water flows.

Photo: Duncan Shaw-Brown,
University of Canterbury (2004)




Breqihing life back 2. Get Involved! 3. Design for Fish in Mind

. ¢ Plant native sedges and shrubs on e Use grass pavers or cobbles

into Urbcm streams the banks and in wet seepage areas instead of concrete for

There is an increasing interest in urban to provide shade and food for the driveways to allow rain

stfream restoration. Even if you don'f live fish from fallen leaves and insects. to soak naturally into the

by a stream, there will be a network of + Let grass grow tall on the bank ground.

underground pipes connecting your edges until your streamside plants * Install rainwater tanks to

home to the closest stream. Some of you are established. harvest water from the roof

may be lucky enough to live beside a ¢ Remove invasive weeds growing and reduce the volume

stfream or river. Either way there is lofs that near the stream so they of water rushing info our

you can do to keep streams healthy. don't spread. streams. This water can then
e Pull out any litter be used to water the garden.

Avoid these ordinary household products ending from the stream * Keep streams natural. Dams,

up in a stream. Photo: Monica Peters, NZLT that you can safely weirs, ditches, and diversions

can harm fish life and would
likely need a council consent.

reach, but leave
stable fallen logs
and boulders
for fish habitat.
e Joinalocal
stfream care
group to
protect your
local waterways.

Other things you can do:

¢ Immediately report any
dead fish, unusually smelly
or discoloured water to
your regional council.

* Don'tlet rubbish get
info your stream, even
cigarettes and dog
droppings are dangerous.

Pat Williams from the
Waterways Ecology Team.
Photo: Abby Davidson, NZLT

Ambitious council-lead projects have ...Into habitats for native fish (and an asset
turned lifeless stormwater channels... to local residents!) Photos: Boffa Miskell

1. Let nothing but rain down the drain

e Take care with chemicals, including
water-based paint and detergent,
and never fip pollutants down drains,
or near streams.

e Disconnect your down pipe if
cleaning your roof fo prevent
chemicals entering stormwater.

e Never tip aquarium plants or fish
down the drain, or anywhere near a
sfream - these can compete with our
native fish and aquatic plants.

* Keep the clutter out of the gutter
by sweeping up grass clippings and
picking up rubbish.
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