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Meerkat Hopscotch Game







Learning intentions:
· Understand barriers/threats to meerkat survival
· Suggest enablers that could counteract barriers/threats
· Practice coordination through hopscotch activity

Description:
· A 3x8 string grid is laid out on the grass (or chalked). Each grid is approx 600mm x 500mm. Meerkats start at one end. They are waking up from within their burrows and heading out into the scrub/desert to feed but have to negotiate the grid first. On the other side of the hopscotch grid, out at in the desert, is meerkat food…. YUMMY scorpions and snakes.

· Meerkats cross over the grid/sand to get the food by hopping.

· While they were gone, their environment has changed so when they return to their burrows they have to cross the obstacles/threats/barriers – see cards below.

· Re-run the trip from burrow to desert (and vice versa) several times. Each time, add another barrier/threat card so the hopscotching becomes steadily harder. If a student steps on string or grid with card in it they must repeat. After running the journeys several times, start introducing enabler cards – see below in italics.

Safety considerations:
· Make sure that surface is even and that journeys are not crowded and that there is a large ‘stand-back’ space beyond the ends of the string grid.

Equipment:
· Cards – laminated with pictures/words (see below).
· 600mm x 500mm string grid.

Location:
· Any flat grassy or sandy space.

Time:
· 15 minutes to 30 minutes

Student processing/reflection:
· Pose questions about threats. Discuss each card as you show it. At end of activity, prompt students to suggest what they can do to ensure meerkat survival. Discuss threats to other fauna.

Possible adaptations:
Tuatara Hopscotch, Kiwi Hopscotch – basically any animal as a context for your study. 

Card templates:
Martial Eagle; Jackal; Wild cat; Cobra; Puff-header snake; Competing gang; Flooding; Starvation; Habitat loss; Disease; Tunnel collapse

The following are enabler cards: Education; Protected habitat; Skilled sentry; Mobbing; Good den making; Territories

Martial Eagle

[image: http://www.biodiversityexplorer.org/birds/accipitridae/images/JG007533_327w.jpg]



Jackal

[image: http://theora.com/images/jackal.jpg]



Wild Cat

[image: http://www.bobperryonline.co.uk/mediac/400_0/media/DIR_7680/ScottishWildcat2.jpg]
 				



Cobra

[image: Lifelike Plastic Cobra, coiling, posable, museum-quality, 36 inches]




Puff-header snake

[image: http://snakespictures.net/picture-of-snakes1.jpg]





Flooding

[image: http://lh6.ggpht.com/_pQyvcBbJ0Fs/TZlBKDQ4fBI/AAAAAAAADsk/_xHVRxaXtjg/image%5B6%5D.png]





Another gang

[image: http://houstonzooblogs.org/zoo/wp-content/uploads/2009/06/meerkatfamily.jpg]




Starvation

[image: http://www.permaculture.org.au/images/global_warming_desert_skull.jpg]




Spreading cities

[image: http://cdn.dipity.com/uploads/events/aefe74d7b5c0872b226304329f8713ff_1M.png]




Disease

[image: http://allassistedlivinghomes.com/assisted-living-news/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/thermometer.gif] [image: http://th01.deviantart.net/fs70/150/i/2011/050/2/d/maverick_meerkat_plush_by_icantthinkofaname_09-d39ybjw.jpg]





Tunnel collapse

[image: http://msngroup.aimoo.com/QuirkieMeerkatJeopardy/fetch.dll-action=MyPhotos_GetPubPhoto&PhotoID=nIgBMGpoJ7HcJ7HHkzaNNzQnDnfmM1KGebVJ13tXHjzxd8twbDH4GseNyBDBpTNlDQ822Q1vn-p8.gif]




Climate change

[image: http://www.loretohighschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/earth-save-the-planet-clip-art-thumb2257949.jpg]




Protected habitat

[image: http://www.nigeldennis.com/stock/images/mammals/species/meerkat/25186.jpg]




Education

[image: http://images.crestock.com/2860000-2869999/2868182-xs.jpg]




Mobbing

[image: http://images2.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20110105031310/meerkats/images/d/de/The_Meerkats_-_Cobra_Mobbing.jpg]





Skilled sentry

[image: http://www.hedweb.com/animimag/meerkats.jpg]


Good den making

[image: http://www.nigeldennis.com/images/meerkat1_gallery_s.jpg]




Good parenting

[image: http://sophielanfear.com/images/wildlife/meerkat_den.jpg]




Immunity to poison

[image: http://i.dailymail.co.uk/i/pix/2009/08/06/article-1204504-05F6B85A000005DC-10_468x346.jpg]


Territories

[image: http://www.kalahari-meerkats.com/fileadmin/files/pics_general/KMP_Territory_Map_JanFeb09.jpg]




Tourism?

[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSqkYK2XqBkj9JZfBI37nemJayx0GQ3BpljSQEBNUtH-xnkm7od]




Join groups

[image: http://www.triplepundit.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/greenpeace-logo.jpg]
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EDUCATION DUTSIDE THE GLASSROODM
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