Maori Musical Instruments

HOW THEY’RE MADE

Materials-

Koauau: Clay, Bone, Soft wood or stone.

Pukaea: Matai wood, tatara glue, kiekie roots.

Putorino: matai wood, and kiekie roots or split vines

Nguru: Clay, Bone Soft wood or stone.

Pumotomoto: -

Rehu: -

Porutu: wood

Technique-

Nguru: Roll clay into a ball

Roll unevenly with one side bigger than the other.

Poke a pencil through the centre so you have a tube.

Leave pencil in the hole.

Roll like a rolling pin pressing down more on the thick side make a hole no bigger than your thumb.

Bend the small end without squashing the tube (90 degrees).

Make holes.

Pukaea: Matai wood split longitudinally hollowed out then bound back together with Tatara glue and Kiekie root to bind.

Putorino: Same as Pukaea but different shape. (shaped like a cocoon of a bag moth)

Koauau: -

Pumotmoto: -

Rehu: -

Porutu: -

PLAYING THEM

When they’re played-

Porutu: -

Rehu: -

Pumotomoto: this instrument was chanted through and was traditionally played over the fontanelle of an infant to implant songs and tribal information into the child's subconscious.

Nguru: -

Putorino: -

Pukaea: -

Koauau: -

What they played-

They mimicked the sounds of the bush around them.

KOAUAU-

Fingerings=

1      1      1      0

1      1      0      0

1      0      0      0

1= closed hole

0= open hole

A small flute, ductless and notchless, four to eight inches long, open at both ends and having from three to six fingerholes placed along the pipe. Kōauau resemble flutes the world over both in tone quality and in the range of sounds that can be produced by directing the breath across the sharp edge of the upper aperture. Māori kōauau players were renowned for the power it gave them over the affections of women (notably illustrated by the story of Tūtānekai, who, by playing his kōauau, convinced Hinemoa to swim to him across Lake Rotorua). Kōauau are made of wood or bone. Formerly the bone was of bird bone such as albatross or moa; some instruments were also of human bone and were associated with chiefly status and with the precolonial practice of utu.

